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SILIA KA TUNG 

 
The mushroom at the end of the world 

 

 
 

Invitation to the opening 
 

Wednesday 26 October from 6pm to 9pm 
Via di Monserrato 40 Roma 

 
Curated by Camilla Boemio and Marilena Saraceno 

 

From 26th October to 10th December 2022 the Saraceno Art Gallery presents the exhibition 
“The Mushroom at the End of the World” by the multidisciplinary artist Silia Ka Tung - the 
artist’s first solo show in Italy. 

The artist has participated in numerous international solo and group exhibitions: including 
at the Royal Academy of Arts, London; At Creative Center, Osaka; at The Rubin Museum, Tel 
Aviv; at Centro Design, Marsiglia; at MoCA Shanghai and at Jerwood Space, London.  
Silia Ka Tung (born in China, 1974; lives and works in London) finds her inspiration in myths 
and folklore, the world of magic and the phenomena of the natural world. Through drawing, 
painting, soft sculpture and installation, Silia gives shape to a multi-layered visual language, 
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where fear merges with wonder, desire and magic. A journey to an invisible world, the 
viewer is invited to escape the ‘ordinary’. 
The artworks that form this exhibition were created under the influence of two books - both 
of which have become instrumental in Silia’s artistic practice. "Ladders to Heaven" by Mike 
Shanahan ('They are trees of life and trees of knowledge. They are wish-fulfillers ... rainforest 
royalty… more precious than gold. They are the fig trees, and they have affected humanity in 
profound but little-known ways’) and Anna Tsing’s "The Mushroom at the end of the world" ('It 
is said that, when Hiroshima was destroyed by the atomic bomb in 1945, the first life form to emerge 
from that razed landscape was a matsukame mushroom') from which the title of the exhibition 
is taken, and which inspires a narrative that is divided into five paintings. For the artist, these 
two books open up new dimensions - landscapes built by different perceptions and beings - 
allowing us to overcome our intellectual boundaries and become open to other possibilities. 
The exhibition retraces the essential elements of the artist's language: from the diary-like 
paintings that describe the mushroom in different temporal moments, to the soft sculptures 
that refer to a magical and mythological world. Catapulted into new physical and inner 
latitudes, we become protagonists of a mythical, shamanic journey. 

As curator, Camilla Boemio, rightly summed up: “Silia Ka Tung's solo show majestically 
brings together articulated objects that create a narrative that winds from the floor up onto 
the walls, which highlights their marked materiality, organic forms and their emphasis on 
discipline and free intuition. They are instinctive lightning flashes - portals that introduce us 
to other worlds, revealing sudden surprises, revelations and awakenings. In this state of 
catharsis, the artist offers us a bewitching lexicon in which the story moves from ethereal 
acrylics to small sculptural works, whose physicality and workmanship recalls ancient figures, 
strange anthropomorphic representations, magical animals, geological formations and more 
recent currents of contemporary art. These are highly three-dimensional objects in which 
visual and sculptural information flows on every surface. The exhibition as a whole functions 
as an ecstatic setting of vivid imaginative life.” 
	
 
From 26th October to 10th December 
Monday 3.30 pm – 7.30 pm  
From Tuesday to Saturday 11 am – 7.30 pm 
 
 
Technical sponsor 
The opening will be held in collaboration with the Villa Lazzarini winery 


